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Powell, three others
resign from Cabinet

Secretary of State to stay until successor named r.s

Wounds don’t
stop walk
down the aisle

Severely injured in Iraq,
Spe. Aaron Bugg gains a partner

in his recovery when he marries his
childhood sweetheart in a rare ceremony

at Walter Reed Army Medical Center
Page 12

Army Spc. Aaron Bugg, 20, right, and Lisa McCroskey, 21, are married in a
ceremony in the stone chapel at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in
Washington, D.C. Bugg, of the 25th Infantry Division out of Schofield Barracks,
Hawaii, had both legs severely damaged in Iraq when a bomb exploded near the
Humvee in which he was riding six weeks a hile 15 to 20 couples tie the
knot at the stone chapel each year, Bugg’s is the first wedding involving someone
wounded in a war zone since 1993, Walter Reed spokesman Bill Swisher said.
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Blake murder trial: Defense at-
torneys for Robert Blake are look-
ing for jurors who may be open to
conspiracy theories.

Prosecutors, on the other hand,
want people who use common sense and
make quick decisions.

More than three years after Blake's wife
was shot to death outside a San Fernando
Valley, Calif,, restaurant, the selection pro-
cess for more than 100 potential jurors was
to begin Monday in the actor’s murder trial.

Blake, former star of the “Baretta” TV se-
ries, is charged with murder in the death of
his wife, Bonny Lee Bakley, whom he mar-
ried after DNA tests showed he was the fa-
ther of her baby.

New N.J. governor sworn in: New Jersey
Gov. James E. McGreevey submitted his let-
ter of resignation Monday, ending a tenure
doomed by a shocking summertime disclo-
sure he had engaged in a gay, extramarital
affair.

The letter, signed by McGreevey, was
filed with Secretary of State Regena Tho-
mas. It says, “Dear Madam Secretary, I re-
sign effective 11:59 p.m. on Monday, Novem-
ber 004.

On Sunday, state Senate President Rich-
ard Codey took the oath of office as acting
governor in a private ceremony at his home.
He takes over once McGreevey has official-
1y left the job at midnight.

New bishop elected: A bishop whose dio-
cese plans to seek bankruptcy protection
from millions of dollars in clergy sex abuse
claims was elected in Washington on Mon-
day as the next president of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops.

Bishop William Skylstad of Spokane,
Wash., was elected overwhelmingly to suc-
ceed Bishop Wilton Gregory of Belleville,
1IL, who is ending his three-year term after
leading the conference through the height
of the clergy sex abuse crisis.

Advocates for abuse victims had opposed
the Skylstad’s candidacy, saying he was try-
ing to avoid responsibility for mishandling
priests who molested young people.

CIA shake-up: Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz.,
on Sunday supported CIA Director Porter
Goss’s shake-up of the intelligence agency,
which he described as “dysfunctional” and
not providing President Bush with the infor-
mation needed to conduct the war on terror-
ism.

Reacting to stories about potential resig-
nations of CIA officials in response to ac-
tions taken by Goss and his staff, McCain,
appearing on ABC's “This Week With

R

Turkey marks anniversary of attacks:
Nermin Sahin, center, whose son was
following a suicide attack last year at an
Istanbul synagogue, lays flowers Monday at
the scene of the blast in Istanbul. Turkish
Jews and Muslims cried in the rain and
recited prayers of moul as they marked
the first anniversary of suicide bombings
that struck two Istanbul synagogues in
attacks blamed on a local al-Qaida cell.

George Stephanopoulos,” said, “A shake-up

is absolutely necessary.”

Human smuggling plea: A woman plead-
ed guilty Monday to her role in a human
smuggling operation in which 19 illegal im-
migrants died after boarding a sweltering
trailer.

Norma Gonzalez Sanchez was set to go to
trial on Nov. 29 with three other defendants
who prosecutors say were involved in the
smuggling operation.

She pleaded guilty to a charge of harbor-

ate the initial voter list. When Iraqis receive
their monthly ration, they get a sheet of
paper listing members of each family.

Dollar value in Cuba: The value of a dollar
in Cuba dropped to 90 cents on Monday as a
surcharge on the American greenback took
effect, the latest step in the island nation’s
conversion from an economy based on U.S.
currency to one using the new convertible
peso.

Cubans and tourists lined up to change
dollars into pesos over the weekend. As of
last week, U.S. currency no longer was ac-
cepted at Cuban stores, restaurants, hotels
or other businesses, and the new 10 percent
surcharge is meant to further discourage
people from bringing currency from Cuba’s
No. 1 enemy to the islan

President Fidel Castro has said the wide-
spread use of the American money was
being halted to guarantee Cuba’s economic
independence.

N. hostages in Afghanistan: Tali-
ban-linked mmbants threatening to Kkill
three U.N. hostages gave the government
until Monday night to reach a deal for their
release, while Afghan officials said negotia-
tions had been postponed amid disagree-
ments over ransom demands.

Philippine diplomat Angelito Nayan, Brit-
ish-Irish Annetta Flanigan, and Shqipe He-
bibi of Kosovo were seized at gunpoint on
Oct. 28 — the first abduction of foreigners in
the capital since the fall of the Taliban three
years ago.

The purported leader of Jaish-al Mus-
limeen, which is seeking the release of 26
militants in exchange for the trio, told The
Associated Press that the new deadline for
an agreement was 10 p.m. Monday.

Japan-North Korea talks: Japan’s Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi said Monday he
was not satisfied with the outcome of North

orea’s into the fate of several

ing and transporting illegal
the United States and causing serious m_]ury
or death to a person as a result.

World

Iraq elections: Along with their monthly
ration of sugar, rice and flour, Iraqis are re-
ceiving a piece of paper promoted as akey
toa Iraq: a voter 2
sheet.

Tragis will choose a national assembly,
which among other things will draft a per-
manent constitution. If the document is rati-
fied in a referendum, another election will
be held in December 2005.

Voter registration runs through Dec. 15,
with authorities using a Saddam Hus-
sein-era database for food rationing to cre-

Japanese nationals abducted decades ago
by the communist country’s spies.

He said Tokyo has not Tuled out the possi-
bility of economic sanctions.

Pyongyang has admitted to kidnapping 13
Japanese in the 1970s and 1980s to train
North Koreans in Japanese language and
culture. The regime released five in 2002
but has said the eight others died — a claim
many Japanese don't believe.

Japanese officials returned Monday on a
chartered flight from North Korea with
what Pyongyang says are the remains of a
woman kidnapped 26 years ago, according
to media reports. They also carried the docu-
ments and possessions of seven other Japa-
nese citizens.

Stories and photo from wire services

For home delivery, call DSN
225-4505 (Japan)
721-7140 (Korea)

645-2010 (Okinawa)
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It’s Sapparo Snow Festival Time!

Experience the beautiful snow and ice creations at the Sapporo Snow Festival
Book your trip with us! Sign-up starts November 1!

Pre-festival tour: February 4.- 6
Opening ceremony tour: February 5 -7
Festival tour:_ February 6 - 8
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decoders on the way for 2 Japan bases

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN
Stars and Stripes

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan — For off-base Japan resi-
dents tired of watching television in a foreign language, the
wait for American shows such as “CSI” and “Survivor” is al-
most over.

A satellite decoder, a security device that customers lease
monthly from their base exchange to access American Forc-
es Network channels in their off-base homes, is on back
order at two U.S. air bases on mainland Japan.

But Army and Air Force Exchange officials said this week
stocks should be replenished by the end of this month.

The biggest shortage is at Misawa Air Base in northern
Japan, where as of last week, more than 70 people awaited a
decoder, said Mike Patmon, sales and merchandise manag-
er for Misawa AAFES.

The decoders are also out of stock at Yokota Air Base near
Tokyo, but just 17 people were on the waiting list last week,
said Yokota AAFES general manager Flishia Bailey.

AAFES spokeswoman Army Sgt. 1st Class Amanda
Glenn, based at the company’s Pacific headquarters on Oki-
nawa, said Monday there was “a slight delay” in getting de-
coders to Japan for two reasons: “We did switch models of
the decoder for Japan and Okinawa and we also switched
our warehouse.”

Decoders previously were stored at a Japan warehouse
but now come from a distribution center near Oakland,
Calif,, officials said.

More than 70 people waiting for devices at Misawa; 17 at Yokota

See Page 11 for

more local stories

“There was a slight delay in getting them because we had
anew model,” Glenn said. “They weren't readily available.”

More decoders are on order and should arrive in main-
land Japan stores by the end of November, she added. “They
are available now. Any delay was a slight delay.”

Patmon said Misawa’s base exchange is expecting a ship-
ment of about 100 decoders by Monday.

The store hasn’t received any new decoders for 30 days,
though a few decoders were leased after some people turned

eirs in as they made a permanent change of station, or
PCS, he said.

“We haven’t had people waiting for more than two
‘months,” he said.

Patmon said many people assigned to Misawa live off
base. The popularity of Direct to Home, the American Forc-
es Radio and Television Services off-base television system,
appears to be growing, he said.

“From mid-summer to present, the demand for it has
been increasingly higher,” he said, attributing that, in part,
to customer word-of-mouth and the addition of two new
AFN channels this fall.

When the decoders come in, everyone on Misawa’s wait-

ing list will be notified, Patmon said. “We’ll give them a win-
dow of opportunity to come pick them up. At the end of No-
vember, nobody should still be waiting for a decoder.”

Yokota could get some decoders before the end of the
month, Bailey said, by taking a few from the exchange at
Camp Zama, Japan, where plenty are in stock.

Bailey said that earlier this year, AAFES in Japan and Oki-
nawa sent some decoders to Iraq, where the devices are in
demand from servicemembers.

On Okinawa, a recent shortage of decoders is resolved,
Glenn said. It was driven in part by shipment delays and
more people living off base while Kadena Air Base housing
units undergo maintenance construction.

Navy bases in Japan have decoders in stock, said Jerry
McMahan, services operations manager for Navy Exchange
‘Yokosuka. No shortages were reported in South Korea.

An_estimated 15,000 U.S. military households exist off
base in Japan and South Korea, according to information on
the AFRTS Web site, www.afrts.osd.mil.

AFRTS uses the decoder to protect its programming from
unauthorized audiences; it turns on each decoder individual-
ly over its satellite links from two locations in the United
States.

At most bases, the decoder costs about $25 per month to
lease. AFRTS customers also must buy a satellite dish to link
into AFN off base. Price of the dish varies.

E-mail Jennifer H. Svan at: svanj@pstripes.osd.mil
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Sailors man the
awaiting
liberty call aboard
the destroyer USS
A5 \ Fletcher earlier
this year in San
Diego. The
former Pearl
Harbor-based ship
is part of the
Navy’s Sea Swap
M Initiative, a
- program that
rotates four crews
through a single
ship at six-month
intervals.

%)

Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

GAO report raises several concerns over Sea Swap program

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA, Spain — A
highly touted Navy program that swaps
crews at sea may offer some benefits, but a
new congressional report shows that trial
runs have also produced poor sailor morale
and ship maintenance problems.

The Government Accountability Office
reported last Wednesday that the service
also has not backed up its claims that rotat-
ing crews is a cheaper and better way to do
business.

Tnvestigators determined the Sea Swap
Initiative could take a long-term toll on
ships and dropped a heavy workload on
crews. Many sailors in each of the focus
groups complained about poor morale and
quality of life because they had to spend

more time maintaining the ships. Crew-
members aboard patrol coastal ships, for
example, complained that they could not
have any port visits because they were too
busy tackling maintenance issues.

Sailors aboard the USS Higgins and pa-
trol coastal ships disliked the swap so much
that they reported “a strong desire to not
participate on any more crew rotations im-
plemenled like their most recent experi-
ence,” the report said.

The GAO found that re-enlistments were
generally lower on guided-missile destroy-
ers that swapped crews compared with sim-
ilar Pacific Fleet ships that didn’t swap
crews, but the Defense Department wrote
that the Navy found “significantly differ-
ent” figures.

The report said rotating crews is a possi-

ble alternative to the traditional way of sail-
ors leaving and returning with their ships.
But investigators recommended that the
Navy do a better job evaluating the feasibili-
ty and cost-effectiveness of swapping
crews, establish standard procedures for ro-
tations and make sure commanders share
“lessons learned.” The Defense Depart-
ment agreed with the suggestions and cited
how changes would be made.

While senior Navy officials have sung the
praises of Sea Swap as a way to save money
and slash personnel, the latest report mir-
rored an earlier study by the Center for
Naval Analyses, a federally funded re-
search and development group.

The center found that swapping crews
had been successful, but the Navy should

the crews who handed over their ship to an-
other crew said participating in the swap
was worse than expected.

The Navy started rotatmg crews about

two years ago, when three Spruance-class
destroyers began the f rst phases of the
first rotation.

The Sea Swap Initiative involves deploy-
ing one ship for 18 months or longer and ro-
tating crews. Here’s how it works: Instead
of crews driving the ship back to the Umted
States after a deployment, they fly hom
and a new crew is flown in to replace them

By eliminating long transit times, the
Navy says crews will have more time to exe-
cute their missions. The has tested
the concept with smaller shlps but is look-
ing at expanding the program to larger
ships such as assault ships.

address morale and prob-
lems. Surveys showed that 84 percent of

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Japanese guests of Yokota residents now allowed to drive privately owned vehicles on base

Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
The Japanese guests of Yokota resi-
dents now can drive their privately
owned vehicles on base after com-
pleting a registration process
through the 374th Security Forces
Squadron.

Passes will be issued on a tempo-
rary basis only and must be ap-
proved by the security forces
squadron  commander,  officials
said.

Sponsors hoping to secure base
access for Japanese visitors and
their vehicles must send a letter to
the 374th Security Forces Squad-

ron. It should include the driver’s
name and vehicle’s make, model
and license plate number. Dates
and times must also be provided
along with a clear reason and
length of time for the proposed
visit.

Once the letter is submitted, offi-
cials said, it’s forwarded through

the security forces pass and regis-
tration section to the squadron
commander. If approved, sponsors
will be required to bring the letter
to the Visitor Control Center at
Fussa Gate and sign in their guest.

A sample letter, along with in-
structions, can be picked up at the
pass and registration office on the

first floor of Building 316.

According to security forces offi-
cials, the letter is normally good
for a one-time visit. If the guest
and sponsor are planning multiple
trips, that must be specified in the
request.

For more information, call DSN'
225-7606.
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Flghtmg sweeps Iraq’s Sunni heartland

U.S. Marines of the 1st Di

ion push further into the western part of
Fallujah, Iraq, on Sunday. The U.S. mi

itary’s ground and air assault of

Fallujah has gone quicker than expected, with the entire city occupied
after six days of fighting, the Marine commander who planned the

offensive said Sunday.

The Associated Press

As of Sunday at least 1,186
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003

U.S. deaths in Iraq

Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry
Division, Vilseck, Germany.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Wesley
J. Canning, 21, Friendswood,
Texas; killed Wednesday in
Anbar province; asslgned to

Press count. Al least 903 died as
aresult of hostile action, the De-
fense Department said as of Fri-
day. The figures include three
military civilians. The depart-
ment did not provide an update
over the weekend.

The British military has re-
ported 74 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgana seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
ry and Latvia have reported one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,048 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 794 deaths resulting from
hostile action, according to the
military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

M No deaths reported.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Marine Cpl. Kevin J. Demp-
sey, 23, of Monroe, Conn; killed
Saturday in Anbar province; as-
signed to 2nd Reconnaissance
Battalion, IT Marine Expedition-
ary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Nicho-
las H. Anderson, 19, of Las
Vegas; died Friday in a vehicle
incident while conducting com-
bat operations in Anbar prov-
ince; assigned to 1st Battalion,
4th Marine Regiment, 1st Ma-
rine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Camp Pendleton,
Calif.

W Army Sgt. James C. Matte-
son, 23, Celoron, N.Y.; died Fri-
day in Fallujah when a grenade
struck his vehicle; assigned to
the Army’s 2nd Battalion, 2nd

2nd Assault Battal-
ion, 2nd Marine Division, IT Ma-
rine Expeditionary  Force,
Camp Lejeune, N.C.

W Army Maj. Horst G. Moore,
38, of San Antonio, Texas; died
Tuesday in Mosul when enemy
mortar rounds detonated within
his unit living area; assigned to
the Army’s 1st Battalion, 24th
Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade,
25th Infantry Division (Stryker
Brigade Combat Team), Fort
Lewis, Wash.

W Army 1st Lt. Edward D.
Iwan, 28, Albion, Neb.; died Fri-
day in Fallujah when a grenade
struck his vehicle; assigned to
the Army’s 2nd Banalion 2nd
Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry
Division, Vilseck, Germany.

W Army Sgt. Jonathan B.
Shields, 25, Atlanta; died Friday
in Fallmah when he was acci-
dentally struck by a tank; as-
signed to the Army’s 3rd Battal-
ion, 8th Cavalry Regiment
(Armor), 1st Cavalry Division,
Fort Hood, Texas.

M Army Spc. Raymond L.
White, 22, Elwood, Ind.; died
Friday in Baghdad when his pa-
trol was attacked with small
arms fire; assigned to the Ar-
my’s 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry
Regiment (Armor), 1st Cavalry
Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

W Marine Lance Cpl. David
M. Branning, 21, Cockesville,
Md,; killed Friday in Anbar
province; assigned to 1st Battal-
ion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd
Marine Division, ITI Marine Ex-
peditionary  Force, Marine
Corps Base Hawaii.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Brian A.
Medina, 20, Woodbridge, Va.;
killed Friday in Anbar prov-
ince; assigned to 1st Battalion,
3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd Ma-
rine Division, III Marine Expe-
ditionary Force, Marine Corps
Base Hawaii.

BY TINI TRAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — U.S. and Iraqi forces fought deadly
battles with insurgents across central and northern
Iraq on Monday — the latest in a wave of clashes
that has swept the country’s Sunni Muslim heart-
land even as American troops move against the last
remaining pockets of resistance in Fallujah.

The worst reported fighting took place in Bagou-

blood-soaked blanket on a street in Fallujah.

The woman could not be immediately identified,
but the only Western women known to have been
taken hostage are BritonMargaretHassan, 59, direc-
tor of CARE international in Iraq, and Teresa Borcz
Khalifa, 54, a Polish-born longtime resident of Iraq.

In Baghdad after nightfall Monday, heavy explo-
sions rocked the Green Zone — the barricaded
neighborhood that houses the Iraqi government and
U.S. Embassy. There were two huge plumes of
smoke, and warned, “Take cover, take

ba, where the military said at least 20 i
were killed. Militants hit at least four different U.S.
troop convoys with car bombs, wounding nine Amer-
icans in and around the Sunni stronghold of Ramadi
and in the northern city of Mosul.

A recording purported to be from Iraq’s most
feared terror leader, Abu Musab al-Zargawi, in-
structed insurgents across Iraq to attack U.S. forces
before the military can move on other guerrilla
strongholds after Fallujah.

“If it [the U.S. military] finishes Fallujah, it will
move in your direction. Beware and deny it the
chance to carry out this plan,” said the speaker on
the recording, posted on the Web.

The speaker, who was identified in the message
as al-Zargawi and whose voice resembled that of the
Jordanian militant, said the Americans were overex-
tended and “cannot expand” their operations.

“Shower them with rockets and mortars and cut
all the supply routes,” he urged. The authenticity of
the tape could not be confirmed immediately.

A convoy of ambulances and relief supplies trying
to enter Fallujah was forced to turn back because
the fighting made it too dangerous, the head of the
Iraqi Red Crescent said. The Red Crescent and Red
Cross have been unable to gain access to people in-
side Fallujah during more than a week of violence.

Iraq’s interior minister declared victory in the of-
fensive.

“Fallujah is no more a safe haven for the terror-
ists and killers. This thing is over,” Falah Hassan
al-Nagib told reporters in Baghdad.

Prime Minister Ayad Allawi said the leader of a
militant group behind the killing of some foreign
hostages had been captured.

Moayad Ahmed Yasseen, leader of the group Mu-
hammad’s Army, was captured along with some of
his followers, Allawi said. He did not say what kid-
nappings the group has been involved in.

Allawi’s office confirmed that two of his female
relatives who were kidnapped last week have been
released. On Sunday, U.S. Marines found the disem-
boweled body of a Western woman wrapped in a

cover.” But there was no immediate word on the
blasts’ cause.

Outside Fallujah, U.S. and Iraqi troops and insur-
gents clashed in several cities across a belt of cen-
tral and northern Iraq, including Baqouba, Ramadi,
Mosul and Suwayrah, south of Baghdad.

In Bagouba, insurgents attacked 1st Infantry Divi-
sion soldiers with rocket-propelled grenades and
small arms fire near a traffic circle and police sta-
tion, officials said.

During the fighting, U.S. troops came under fire
from a mosque, the U.S. military said. Iraqi security
stormed the mosque and found rocket-propelled gre-
nades, mortar rounds and other weapons and ammu-
nition, the statement said.

A U.S. military spokesman said at least 20 insur-
gents were killed, although battle reports were still
being assessed.

In the neighboring town of Buhriz, militants killed
the town police chief, Lt. Gen Qassem Mohammed,
in an attack on his house, officials said. During fight-
ing in Buhriz and Bagouba, American aircraft
dropped two 500 pound bombs on an insurgent posi-
tion.

Mohammed Zayad of the Bagouba hospital said
nine Iragis — an attacker, a policeman and seven ci-
vilians — were killed and 11 Iragis were injured in
the fighting. It was not clear to what extent his count
overlapped with the U.S. count of 20 insurgents
killed. Four 1st Infantry Division soldiers were
wounded, although two of them returned to duty,
the military said.

Gunmen carried out near-simultaneous attacks
ona polwe station and an Iraqi National Guard head-
quarters in Suwayra, 25 miles south of Baghdad.
The assault came after an attacker drove an explo-
sives-laden car at the headquarters. Police shot the
driver before he could detonate his bomb, police
said.

Seven Iraqi police and national guardsmen were
killed in the Suwayrah fighting, including Maj. Hadi
Refeidi, the director of the Suwayrah police station,
officials said.

Coalition forces turn to other cities
where resistance is breaking out

BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes 1t, Regner adde

not the same as fully controlling
d

er 28 wounded, of whom two have
been returned to duty, Regner
said.

ARLINGTON, Va. — With mili-
tary operations winding down in
Fallujah, U.S. and coalition forces
are starting to turn their firepow-
er to other cities where fighting is
breaking out with increasing in-
tensity, according to a Marine
commander who is directing part
of the Fallujah fight.

U.S. forces have now secured
“100 percent of Fallujah,” accord-
ing to Col. Michael Regner, opera-
tions director of the 1st Marine
Expeditionary Force.

“The city is basically secure,
and we can go wherever we
want,” Regner told reporters in
the Pentagon on Monday after-
noon from Camp Fallujah, a re-
mote Marine base just outside the
city.

However, securing the city is

Moreover, “some portions of
the city are more clear than oth-
ers,” Regner said.

Marines have detained 1,052
apparent fighters, Regner said, of
whom only a handful — no more
than 20 — appear to be foreign
fighters.

According to Regner, “We
have had 37 Marines and soldiers
killed in action” in the fighting in
Fallujah, while there was one
“noncombat death” in the city
over the weekend, which he did
not define.

There have been 320 U.S. forc-
es wounded in action, Regner
said, with 134 of those “returned
to duty” after receiving medical
attention.

Six Iraqis taking part in the coa-
lition have been killed, with anoth-

Meanwhile, Marines are now
involved in the city of Ramadi,
the provisional seat of Al Anbar
province, Regner said.

“For a week now, [Ramadi] has
been tougher,” Regner said,
prompting the Marines to send in
two full battalions of fighters to
quell fighting in the past 48
hours.

Marines have found “a number
of weapons caches, and a number
of terrorists have been killed or
captured” in Ramadi, Regner
said. “But it is not a cleared city.”

Regner said that some of the
anti-coalition fighters in Ramadi
and other Iraq cities could be
fighters who escaped from Fallu-
jah at some point during the bat-
tle, which is now in its eighth day.

E-mai
burgessl@stripes.osd.
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U.S. military leaders gather to plan strategy

Officers seek to keep momentum from Fallujah fight in approach to other Iraqi cities

BY JOHN HENDREN
Los Angeles Times
BAGHDAD — The United States’ top
military commanders converged here Sun-
day to craft a strategy for using the momen-
tum from a anti-in-

were killed so rapidly that the streets were
littered with an “alarming” number of bod-
ies, senior defense officials said, despite
Muslim strictures that require burial with-
in 24 hours.

The American commanders expect to

surgent battle in Fallujah to pacify other
embattled Iraqgi cities, pressing toward a
decisive “tipping point” in the war.

In an unusually high-profile mid-battle
gathering, Gen. Richard J. Myers, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, arrived
from Washington, and Central Command
chief Gen. John P. Abizaid flew in from his
regional headquarters in Qatar. They met
with the top U.S. ground commander in
Iraq, Gen. George Casey, his Iraqi counter-
parts and the American generals in charge
of Iraq’s various regions.

Unlike Myers’ occasional visits to troops
in Iraq, the general planned this tour to dis-
cuss war strategy with senior commanders
regarding the ongoing battle in Fallujah
and the outbreaks of unrest in other areas,
including Baghdad and the northern city of
Mosul.

As many as 1,600 insurgents in Fallujah

use gleaned from the dead and
from interrogations of an estimated 1,000
captured rebels to find insurgent leaders
— possibly including the best-known guer-
rilla, Jordanian militant Abu Musab al-Zar-

tion in Fallujah, was marked by a renewed
optimism among Pentagon strategists that
they were making progress desplte a re-
cent rise in attacks by a stubborn insurgen-

“You never know how close you are to a
tipping point,” said a senior defense offi-
cial involved in the talks, who requested an-
onymity.

U.S. and Iraqi military commanders are
setting their sights on a smaller hotbed of
Ramadi, as the next likely

gawi — who the said left Fal-
lujah ahead of the past week’s fighting.

“I think Fallujah will show us where the
leadership is,” Abizaid said. “I think there
are quite a few people that are in our hands
right now that will tell us an awful lot about
their organization.”

Yet uprisings in Mosul and elsewhere
suggested many insurgents might have
fled to fight elsewhere.

“The insurgency is like water, and when
you squeeze i, it kind of goes like water,”
Abizaid said.

The gathering, which commanders de-
scribed as the result of visits independent-
ly scheduled before the latest confronta-

focus of a major anti-insurgent onslaught.
The deployment used to seize control there
is expected to be smaller than the 10,000
American and 2,000 Iraqi forces used in
nearby Fallujah.

Iraqgi and U.S. officials continued to ex-
press optimism over the prospect of nation-
wide elections for a new Iraqi government
in January but said that depended on driv-
ing insurgents from Fallujah and Ramadi,
the capital of Al Anbar province.

The province is considered particularly
crucial because Al Anbar is predominantly
Sunni Muslim. Authorities hope that Sun-
nis — who were loyal to ousted President
Saddam Hussein, a fellow Sunni, and have

since supported and fought in the insurgen-
cy — could be placated by participating in
anew government.

Sunnis also offer a counterbalance to
Iraq’s majority Shiite Muslims, who Bush
administration officials fear could use
their power at the ballot box to steer the his-
torically secular nation toward an Irani-
an-style theocracy.

Commanders intend for a bloody battle
against intransigent fighters in Fallujah to
send a message to Iraqgis elsewhere who
ally themselves with extremist groups:
Those who cooperate with radical insur-
gents, even in the short term, will find
themselves targets.

“The ition and the Iragis will not tol-
erate temporary alliances of convenience,”
said Abizaid, who visited Fallujah on Sun-
day before a late night meeting with
Myers, Casey and Iraqi commanders.

U.S. military officials have been sur-
prised by the aggressiveness of the insur-
gents. Attacks have been on the rise
throughout Iraq, reaching 130 a day as of
Friday, the defense official said. But the at-
tacks have been weaker in recent days, he
added, including a fair amount of return
fire directed at U.S. and Iraqi troops.

Relief convoy turns
back from Fallujah

Honoring those lost on a symbol of tragedy

because of danger

BY ALEXANDER G. HIGGINS
The Associated Press

GENEVA — A relief convoy of
ambulances and supplies reached
the edge of Fallujah on Monday,
but turned back after Red Cross
officials decided it was too danger-
ous to proceed deeper into the
city, officials said.

Ahmed Rawi, the Baghdad
spokesman for the International
Committee of the Red Cross, said
the Iraqi Red Crescent convoy of
four ambulances and four trucks
carrying supplies reached Fallu-
jah General Hospital on the out-
skirts of the city, but was unable
to go into the conflict zone.

Ismail al-Hagqi, director of the
Iragi Red Crescent Society, said
he had decided it was too danger-
ous for the convoy to proceed.

“I can’t sacrifice the lives of the

an for the Iragi Red Crescent,
said earlier that U.S. forces and
the Iraqi government prevented
the aid convoy from crossing the
Euphrates River into the main
part of the city and told it to leave
the hospital area as well.

Rawi told The Associated Press
by telephone that the convoy then
‘went to the south in hopes of en-
tering nearby Amiriyah al-Fallu-
jah, where there are civilians who
have fled the fighting.

Muin Kassis, ICRC’s spokes-
man in Amman, Jordan, said the
agency planned to send investiga-
tors to two Fallujah suburbs,
Karma and Assaklawia, Tuesday
to check on the condition of hun-
dreds of displaced families there.

Kassis said the ICRC was con-
cerned about people living in
tents and other makeshift shel-
ters in the cold weather, and had
'y reports of fever, diar-

itis very to
go inside Fallujah now and we
preferred not to enter,” al-Haqi
said, denying an earlier Red Cres-
cent statement that claimed U.S.
forces and Iraqi officials turned
back the convoy.

The Red Crescent and Red
Cross have been unable to gain ac-
cess to people inside Fallujah dur-
ing more than a week of fighting
between U.S. and Iraqi govern-
ment forces and insurgents.

The hospital itself was well-sup-
plied, because no patients or
wounded people have been able
to reach it from the embattled
city, Rawi said. “Regretfully,
thére was no patient in sight,” he
said.

Fardous al-Ubaidi, spokeswom-

rhea and other illnesses in the
camps, especially among chil-
dren.

Kassis also said the ICRC had
reports that people in areas of Fal-
lujah not under the control of the
U.S.-led forces had no access to
medical care.

“We urge all parties, either the
American forces or the Iraqi gov-
ernment, to secure the lives of
people of Fallujah; this is very im-
portant,” Rawi said.

He said the government should
at least restore service from one
of Fallujah’s two main water treat-
ment plants so that civilians can
have drinking water.

Robert H. Reid and Ti
Associated Press contributed to this
report from Baghdad.

A U.S. Marine of the 1st Division writes the words “Dark Horse” on a beam of the bridge in western Fallujah,

Iraq, where the bodies of two American contractors killed by

March. Marines

reopened the bridge on Sunday, which officers called a symbolic victory in the fight against Iraq’s insurgents.

Allawi: Baghdad airport to be reopened

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Baghdad’s in-
ternational airport will reopen to
civilian traffic Monday after
being closed for a week under a
state of emergency declared be-
fore the U.S. assault on Fallujah,
Iraqs prime minister said Sun-

day.

“Tomorrow we will open the
airport and we will open the bor-
ders so Iraqis can resume their
normal lives,” Prime Minister

Ayad Allawi said in an interview
with Iragiya television.

The airport was closed for 48
hours under the state of emergen-
cy decree announced Nov. 7. The
shutdown order was extended
several times.

It appeared the decision to re-
open the airport was made be-
cause the weeklong fighting in
Fallujah was winding down.

But Allawi said a Syrian border
crossing point at Qaim would re-
‘main closed.

The area has been the scene of
recent clashes between U.S. Ma-
rines and insurgents.

Syrian border officials said Sun-
day that Iraq already had re-
opened two crossings on the coun-
tries’ shared border following a
10-day closure.

However, travelers and border
officials told The Associated
Press that traffic was light, and
motorists were advised they
would not be allowed to return.
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Engineers fortify
Iraq-Syria border

Soldiers take a break from urban
combat to build forts for Iraqi troops

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

NEAR SINJAR, Irag — A long,
sandy berm is all that separates
the flat, empty border between
northwestern Iraq and Syria.

But soldiers with the 276th En-
gineer Battalion from the Virgin-
ia National Guard are building 15
rudimentary forts that they say
will help seal the porous border.

“There was nothing out here,”
said the Company A commander,
Capt. Jonathan Gray, who is in
charge of the project Wthh spans
nearly 150 miles.

The forts serve as tiny foot-
holds for the fledgling Iragi bor-
der patrol in an area where smug-
glers are common. U.S. officials
have said anti-coalition foreign
fighters, supplies and money
have been flowing across Iraq’s
open borders.

For the soldiers, the project
was a break from their daily expo-
sure to makeshift bombs and city
fighting.

“We went from an urban envi-
ronment to a rural environment
where our primary mission was
not combat objectives,” said Spc.

ew Gowin, from Mechanics-
ville, Va., who became a plumber
for the project. “It turned out bet-
ter than I thought it would.”

“Engineers love to leave some-
thing behind,” said Lt. Col. Ed-
ward Morgan, the battalion com-
mander. “In a sense this will be
our little mark.”

Fortified borders will help Iraq
maintain control of its own coun-
try and help reduce risks from for-

= 2

Jalk

eign fighters to servi
there.

The forts consist of a perimeter
with a tower and conex living
area. Personnel will have running
water, electricity, heat and air
wndmonmg — “All the basic life
support,” Gray said.

The project added fortifications
to the large stretches between a
few existing border posts.
They're temporary, built to last
about a year, by which time Iraq
should have new forts built.

It took an orchestrated effort to
move the conexes and heavy con-

struction equipment two hours
into the desert, while maintaining
security.

“You can’t hide that on the high-
ways from the bad guys,” Morgan
said.

“That was the hardest part,
loading and unloading,” said Sgt.
Timothy D. Atkins, attached to
Company A, and a land surveyor
in his civilian life in Mechanics-
ville. “I’'s a major endeavor to
push that much stuff and do it as

Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Soldiers from Company A of the 276th Engineers Battalion work on a tower at one of 15 forts they built on
the Irag-Syria horder. The forts will serve as tiny footholds for the fledgling Iraqi border patrol.

fast as we were, and leapfrog
from site to site.”

For some soldiers, the project
was the third trip to the border.
The support platoon fortified the
berm in the spring, returned in
August to repair the existing forts
and again in October for the
project.

They had to beg and borrow
enough equipment for the job.

“That coordination  took
months. The actual mission took
like 16 days,” said Sgt. James Tim-
berlake, support platoon sergeant
from Powl

“Instead of just pushing a dirt
pile for 200 miles, [you] start
from nothing and have a com-

plete project,” he said.

“It was a lot different than you
see on the news,” Gowin said.
“We had limited contact with the
people in the past.”

The project had its share of dif-
ficulties, among them drastic vari-
ations in temperature, desert
creepy crawlies and no facilities.
It was pure field living, down to
the sandstorm that ruined a meal.

“Nothing but scorpions and
rats” out there, Atkins said.

But they enjoyed it. Working on
the project was like a camping
trip and gave them a chance to
build, the soldiers said.

“I never even knew there were
that many stars,” Atkins said. “It

was definitely a good experience
being out there.”

The job also gives them a sense
“that this will make a difference,”
Atkins said. “If it works, they
could stop insurgents entering
the country.”

Pvt. Chris Perry, from Mid-
lothian, Va., joined the company
right before the project began, his
first for the Army. At the time, he
was reading a book written be-
fore the war that stressed the im-
portance of fortifying the border
with Syria.

“I think it's pretty vital that we
shut down that border,” Perry

. “I'm glad to be a part of it.”

New dog kennel dedicated at Anaconda base in Iraq

RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes.
Brig. Gen. Oscar Hilman cuts the
ribbon to open a new military
working dog kennel at Logistics
Support Area Anaconda, Iraq.

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

LOGISTICS SUPPORT AREA
ANACONDA, Iraq — As the ken-
nel was being built to house the mil-
itary working dogs at LSA Anacon-
da, Capt. William Allen Jr. was
struck by a bit of inspiration.

The kennel, he
believed, should be
named for a mili-

Day. In a short ceremony, prayers
were offered, Mastrapa's biogra-
phy was read, and Brig. Gen.
Oscar Hilman, commander of the
81st Brigade Combat Team, cut
the ribbon.

Allen’s unit was the first to have
military working dogs at this base.
The dogs are capable of detecting

bombs and drugs
or can be used for

&k /Staft Sgt. simple patrolling.
tary  policeman, “Its a prestige
Staff Sgt. Arthur . Mastrapa’s job to have,” said

Mastrapa, killed at
the base during a
rocket attack in
June.

“We responded
to the attack. He
died at the scene,”
said Allen,
mander  of
362nd Military Po-
lice Detachment, a
reserve unit from
Ashley, Pa., but made up of sol-
diers from several states.

Mastrapa, 35, was not part of
Allen’s unit, but the kinship be-
tween military cops made the link
an easy one. Plus, Allen said, there
was something he saw in the news
coverage of Mastrapa’s funeral in
the States.

“His daughter was clutching a

puppy near the casket,” Allen said.
“It just kind of ... T don’t know.”

The kennel opened Thmsday af-

ternoon as the sun set on Veterans

Capt.

wife] said she
felt like the
Army hadn’t
forgotten her.9y

‘Allen, because the
military spends a
lot of money train-
ing the dogs be-
fore placing them
in the hands of a
soldier.

Hilman called
the dogs a “com-
bat multiplier” in
the effort against
insurgents.  Be-
cause of security concerns, the
exact size of the kennel could not
be released, according to military
officials.

Mastrapa had been an MP while
serving on active duty in the 1990s.
He joined the reserves on June 16,
2000, and worked as a mailman in
civilian life in Altamonte Springs,
Fla.

He was assigned to the 351st Mil-
itary Police Company from Orlan-
do, Fla.,, and worked as a driver

m Allen Jr.

and gunner during Operation Iragi
Freedom. After his death, he re-
ceived a Bronze Star Medal.

He and his wife, Jennifer, were
parents to Marisa and Reece.

A plaque will be placed on the
kennel to honor Mastrapa’s memo-

Allen said he spoke with Jenni-
fer Mastrapa about the kennel dedi-
cation. She told him it was a good
thing to do.

“She said she felt like the Army
hadn’t forgotten her ” he said.
E-mail Ron
Jonsenrman esripes.osd.mil
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‘I had to go leftie, but | was still fighting’

ard Battalion, 1st Marines show mettle while pushing way into Fallujah

BY JACKIE SPINNER
The Washington Post

NEAR FALLUJAH, Irag — His first
night in the city, Sgt. Aristotel Barbosa
slept uneasily on the floor near the door of
a vacant house that his Marine unit had
taken over. A squad leader in the 3rd Bat-
talion, 1st Marines, Barbosa had been pre-
pared for the worst when U.S. and Iraqi
forces began storming into Fallujah on
Monday night.

Instead, the slight 26-year-old from
Southern California was surprised to find
rebel fighters in the city putting up little re-
sistance. By Thursday night, U.S. troops
had taken control of the northern half of
Fallujah, which lies about 35 miles west of
Baghdad, and Barbosa was feeling optimis-
tic about the battle when he woke up Fri-
day. He decided not to shave, figuring
things would be over soon enough. “I'm
thinking and hoping that it’s not that bad,”
he recalled.

But for many Marine and Army units,
the battle for Fallujah was only beginning.

Barbosa and his squad set off on foot at
7:40 am. Friday following a slow-moving
column of Marine infantrymen heading
east just below the main highway that di-
vides northern and southern Fallujah.

As he trudged through the desolate, rub-
ble-filled street, Barbosa said he remem-
bered thinking how bad the city looked,
worse than he had imagined. “Baslcally
every house has a hole through it,” he said.

Then unease hit again. “All the squad
leaders and myself, we knew when we got
to the south, we were going to get pound-
ed”

As they began the turn to the south, gun-
fire burst from a mosque in front of them.
Another platoon began shooting back, and
Barbosa led his squad around to the side.
“The whole company kept pushing, and we
started gettmg hit from the other side of
the street,” he said.

Gunfire tore through an aluminum gate
when the squad passed a house. Barbosa
said he felt a sting in his right bicep. He
had been shot. Two other members of his
squad were wounded within minutes of
each other, including Lance Cpl. Matthew
Vetor, 21, who was hit in the lower back
just under his flak jacket.

“It was like a whole block of insurgents,”
Barbosa said Saturday while recuperating
with Vetor in a Navy field hospital at a mili-
tary outpost near the city. “They started

A Marine of the 1st Division carries a mascot for good luck in his backpack as his unit
pushed farther into the western part of Fallujah on Sunday. U.S. military officials said U.S.
troops had now “occupied” the entire city of Fallujah.

throwing grenades at us. It was like a
shock. I couldn’t believe I got hurt. I went
two more blocks. I couldn’t believe it.”

1t was 12:30 p.m.

Barbosa found his gunnery sergeant,
who ordered him back to a medical vehicle
that the Marines call the “track” or the
“Big Bus.”

“T thought they were going to get me out
of there,” Barbosa said.

“But we kept pushing. I could still fight. T
had to go leftie, but I was still fighting.”

Meanwhile, Vetor felt his face, as blood
trickling down it after shrapnel shced into
his skin. “I thought it was just my face,”
said, until he felt the pain in his back “1

started to run,” he said. “But it was diffi-
cult. We just kept making our way to the
track. The hatch opened, and I jumped in. I
gave out all my ammo. They took my flak
and Kevlar. The doc had me lay down in
the center and pulled out some shrapnel.”

Inside the medical vehicle, Vetor said he
could hear the shooting.

“I'm there without my flak or helmet.
You hear the shooting going on,” he said.
He was afraid.

The column of Marines kept moving,
with Vetor riding in the medical vehicle
and Barbosa continuing on foot. Barbosa
said the unit had to keep moving so the air-
power could come in behind them and

clear the houses from which they insur-
gents were shooti

“There wasn't one house that didn’t have
‘weapons,” Barbosa said.

Every house had at last one rocket-pro-
pelled grenade and a couple of hand gre-
nades, he said.

“They were very prepared,” Vetor said,
as he and Barbosa sat next to each other on
agreen cot in the overflow medical ward at
the field hospital.

“Like they were waiting for us,” Barbosa
said. “They were waiting for us.”

As he walked along the street, Barbosa
said he had to step gingerly around
daisy-chained improvised explosive devises.

About an hour later, Barbosa and Vetor
found themselves in a large, vacant resi-
dence not far from the scene of the gun bat-
tle. Iraqi special forces assigned fo their
unit found some rice and vegetables and
made lunch. The Marines were nursing
their wounds and eating hot chow when an
explosion detonated nearby, shattering the
windows and flicking shards of glass in the
food.

It was 1:45 p.m.

Five hours later, Barbosa and Vetor
‘made it out of the city, to a staging area for
troops. They were taken to the military hos-
pital, where they were watching a movie
Saturday afternoon and waiting to be trans-
ferred back to their unit.

Barbosa, twirling a cigarette lighter in
his hand, planned to get back into the fight.
Vetor, who said he could squeeze shrapnel
out of his facial wounds, would not be able
to return just yet.

“You Know it could happen to you, but
you really don’t think it will be you,” Vetor
said, looking at the TV screen. “I'm just
glad 1 was part of it. I was glad I got to fight
with these guys. It had to be done. We were
really fighting. We were doing great. It
doesn’t stop us. We'll keep going.”

Barbosa said even when the offensive is
officially over, his squad plans to remain in
the city to keep the peace. He expects
things may get worse then, particularly if
the artillery and mechanized infantry
move out.

“We’re not going to kill everyone, and
they’re not all going to surrender,” he said.
“I know that a lot of them left. They’ll wait
for things to calm down, and they come
back. They always do.”

So will he, Barbosa said, taking a swig of
juice from the box in his hand.
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Supreme Court overturns
1 death sentence in Texas

Powell, three others
resign from Gabinet

Secretaries
of education,
energy, labor
also leaving

BY GEORGE GEDDA
AND DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Secretary
of State Colin Powell and three
other Cabinet members have re-
signed, escalating the shake-up of
President  Bush’s second-term
team. Senior administration offi-
cials said Monday that national
security adviser Condoleezza
Rice was most likely to succeed
Powell.

Along with Powell’s resigna-
tion, the departures of three oth-
ers — Energy Secretary Spencer
Abraham, Agriculture Secretary
Ann Veneman and Education Sec-
retary Rod Paige — were con-
firmed Monday.

With the resignations earlier of
Attorney General John Ashcroft
and Commerce Secretary Donald
Evans, at least six of 15 Cabinet
members are leaving, a_musi-
cal-chairs act that assures Bush a
significant Cabinet face-lift with
his second inauguration over two
months away.

“I believe that now that the
election is over, the time has
come for me to step down,” Pow-
ell, 67, wrote the president.

Appearing at daily State De-
partment briefing at midday,
Powell told reporters he had al-
ways intended to serve just one
term and said he’ll remain until
his successor is confirmed by the
Senate.

“We have a full end-of-year
agenda ahead of us,” he said.

In his letter to Bush, Powell
said, “I am pleased to have been
part of a team that launched the
global war against terror, liberat-
ed the Afghan and Iraqi people.”

He also said he “brought the at-
tention of the world to the prob-
lem of proliferation, reaffirmed
our alliances, adjusted to the
post-Cold War world and under-
took major initiatives to deal with
the problem of poverty and dis-
ease in the developing world.”

The president already has cho-
sen White House counsel Alberto
Gonzales to succeed Ashcroft.
Speculation on Powell's succes-
sor also has focused on U.N. Am-
bassador John Danforth, a
former U.S. senator.

Powell, who long had been ru-
mored planning only a single
term with Bush, told the presi-
dent he intends to “return to pri-
vate life.”

“Secretary Powell's departure

Secretary of State Colin Powell, left, and National Security Adviser
Condoleezza Rice arrive for an April 14 news conference at the White
House. Powell resigned his Cabinet post Monday.

is a loss to the moderate interna-
tionalist voices in the Bush admin-
istration,” said New Mexico Gov.
Bill Richardson, a former U.N.
ambassador in the Clinton admin-
istration. “Hopefully, his replace-
ment will be a pragmatist rather
than an ideologue.”

White House spokesman Scott
McClellan said Bush accepted
the latest four resignations on Fri-
day.

Powell has had a controversial
tenure in the secretary of state’s
job, reponedly dlﬁermg on some
key issues at various junctures
with  Secretary of = Defense
Donald H. Rumsfeld. Powell,
however, has generally had good
relations with his counterparts
around the world, although his
image was strained by the
U.S.led war in Iraq.

A former chairman of the mili-
tary Joint Chiefs of Staff under
the first President Bush, Powell
led the current administration of-
fensive at the United Nations for
a military attack to oust Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein, arguing
a  weapons-of-mass-destruction
threat that the administration
could never buttress.

“It’s been a joy to work with
Colin Powell,” British Foreign
Secretary Jack Straw said. He
praised Powell as “a unique fig-
ure” who had made the transition
“from being a great soldier to
being a great statesman and diplo-
mat.”

Powell’s role in shaping for-
eign policy was one of promoting

‘moderation and traditional diplo-
matic alliances with friendly na-
tions. His influence was mea-
sured, though, since most of
Bush’s other senior advisers gen-
erally took a harder line and they
often prevailed.

Abraham, a former senator
from Michigan, joined the admin-
istration after he lost a bid for
re-election, becoming the na-
tion’s 10th energy secretary.

Paige, 71, the nation’s seventh
education secretary, is the first
black person to serve in the job.
He grew up in segregated Missis-
sippi and built a career on a be-
lief that education equalizes op-
portunity.

The leading candidate to re-
place Paige is Margaret Spell-
ings, Bush’s domestic policy ad-
viser who helped shape his
school agenda when he was the
Texas governor.

The daughter of a California
peach grower, Veneman, S5, was
the nation’s first woman agricul-
ture secretary.

E-1 AND RBI]'II‘E APPROVED

BY GINA HOLLAND
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Monday over-
turned the death sentence of a
convicted Texas killer because
Jjurors in his trial did not consid-
er his learning disability and
other evidence.

The unsigned 7-2 decision is
another reproach of Texas,
which executes more people
than any other state.

Texas courts had turned
down LaRoyce Lathair Smith’s
appeal of his sentence for the
January 1991 killing of a Taco
Bell manager during a robbery
attempt in Dallas. The victim,
19-year-old Jennifer Soto, was
pistol-whipped, ~ shot  and
stabbed with a butcher knife.

In the ruling, justices cited
their decision five months ago in
the case of another Texas death
row inmate, Robert Tennard,
which opened the door to new
challenges from several dozen
condemned men in Texas who
claim they have low IQs and
were not given enough chance to
present mitigating evidence to a
jury.

“There is no question that a
jury might well have consid-
ered IQ scores and history of
participation in special-educa-
tion classes as a reason to im-
pose a sentence more lenient
than death,” the court wrote in
Monday’s decision.

Justices Antonin Scalia and
Clarence Thomas, the most con-
servative justices, disagreed.

Chief Justice William H. Re-
hnquist had joined Scalia and
Thomas in opposing the out-
come of the earlier Texas case.
Rehnquist, who has been away
from the court since last month
while receiving chemotherapy
and radiation for thyroid can-
cer, supported the latest deci-
sion, though no explanation
was provided.

In his appeal, Smith argued

that jurors weren’t allowed to
consider evidence including
that he was 19 at the time of the
Taco Bell robbery, that he had a
troubled home life and that he
had a low 1Q and learning dis-
abilities.

A Texas court rejected the
claim, saying that wasn’t rele-
vant because there was no link
between the murder and his di-
‘minished capacity.

The Supreme Court has been
critical of prosecutors’ handling
of some capital cases in Texas,
which last year was responsible
for 24 of the 65 U.S. executions.

Earlier this year, justices lift-
ed inmate Delma Banks’ death
sentence and delivered a strong.
rebuke of Texas officials and
lower courts for failing to en-
sure he received a fair trial.
The court said prosecutors hid
key information that might
have helped  case.

Last year, the court sided
with a black Texas death row in-
mate, Thomas Miller-El, who
claimed prosecutors in Dallas
County stacked his jury with
whites. The Miller-El case will
be reviewed by justices for the
second time next month be-
cause an appeals court again
found that he should face the
death penalty.

In other decisions, the court:

W Declined to consider wheth-
er retailer Kmart Corp. should
have paid more than $300 mil-
lion to key suppliers immediate-
ly after filing for bankruptcy
protection.

W Refused to consider wheth-
er a Colorado couple must re-
turn their adopted son to his
Missouri birth mother.

W Turned down an appeal
from cockfighting supporters in
Oklahoma seeking to reinstate
the blood sport.

M Declined to resurrect alaw-
suit that accuses two German
companies of assisting in the
massacre of thousands of peo-
ple in Namibia a century ago.
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U.S. testing new security at Mexico horder

BY LYNN BREZOSKY
The Associated Press

LAREDO, Texas — Bridges to Mexico
in this traffic-choked city began testing a
new immigration security program Mon-
day that requires some U.S. visitors to be
fingerprinted and photographed as they
cross the border.

The screening by the Homeland Securi-
ty Department was being tested Monday
at crossing from Mexico in Laredo and
Douglas, Ariz., and from Canada at Port
Huron, Mich.

The technology — which also calls for
running checks on the visitors — has been
in place at U.S. airports and seaports since
Jan. S, but officials want to pinpoint any
glitches before the program extends to the
nation’s S0 busiest land crossings by
year’s end.

“We always test first,” said Anna
Hinken, program outreach manager.

Fabian Gonzales was among the first in
line Monday morning. The 34-year-old
walked up to row of bank teller-like ma-

chines on the U.S. side of the Lincoln-Jua-
rez International Bridge, answered a few
questions, then inserted his finger into a
small fingerprinting machine. A golf
ball-sized camera snapped his picture.

Digital fingerscans and photos are
matched with databases to determine if
visitors might be wanted for immigration
problems and crimes or are on lists bar-
ring them from entering the country be-
cause of suspected terrorist ties.

Gonzales, a restaurateur from Monter-
rey, Mexico, who is looking to open up a
store in San Antonio, said the process was
simple and took only about seven minutes.

“It's OK,” he said. “I hope this new pro-
cess improves the security and also helps
the tourists.”

Extra security requirements were
passed by Congress in response to the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and have
been in place for nearly all non-U.S. citi-
zens since January.

The information gathered at the bor-
ders will be stored indefinitely in a nation-
al database, but Homeland Security offi-

cials promised its use would be restricted
to ensure privacy. By the end of 2005, the
U.S. Visitor and Immigrant Status Indica-
tor Technology program, or US-VISIT, is
scheduled to be used at all 165 land bor-
der crossings. Business and political lead-
ers in some border cities fought the sys-
tem initially, fearing the program could
slow traffic and have a negative effect on
local economies. But, the infusion of feder-
al money and personnel to the border
could actually improve trade.

Laredo each year has 4.6 million pedes-
trians, 1.4 million trucks, 6.8 million pri-
vate vehicles and more than 40,000 buses
cross its four international bridges, ac-
cording to U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection.

“At the very beginning we were led to
believe... that this program was going to
be bad for us,” Laredo Mayor Betty Flores
said. “From what I witnessed ... the pro-
gram is going to be good for us.”

Maria Luisa O’Connell, president of the
Border Trade Alliance, agreed.

“From what I have seen and what I

have heard in our conversations with
Homeland Security, what they’re looking
to do at this first stage seems to be OK,”
she said. “We don’t believe that it’s going
to cause more backups or lines.”

Leaders of the other two pilot sites also
said they were optimistic.

Douglas, Ariz., Mayor Ray Borane said
he had met with Homeland Security offi-
cials and was convinced US-VISIT would
not disrupt the busy crossing to Agua Prie-
ta, Mexico.

Thomas Hutka, city manager of Port
Huron, Mich., said US-VISIT made city of-
ficials feel more secure. “Anything that
helps them identify who people are helps
us,” he said.

Jim Williams, director of US-VISIT,
said Mexican citizens holding Border
Crossing Cards, or laser visas, would not
be subject to the printing and photograph-
ing.

The cards allow Mexicans to enter the
United States for short visits, as long as
they do not travel more than 25 miles
from the border in Texas, California and
New Mexico, or 75 miles in Arizona.

‘Super pill’ also might help curb drug, alcohol abuse

BY MALCOLM RITTER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A pill that helps
you lose weight and quit smok-
ing? That was amazing enough to
capture headlines last week.

But scientists say the experi-
mental drug might be even more
versatile, providing a new tool to
help people stop abusing drugs
and alcohol, too.

It’s called rimonabant, or Acom-
plia, and last week researchers re-
ported it could help people not
only lose weight but keep it off for
two years.

That burnished the drug’s repu-
tation after two studies in March,

which suggested it could fight
both obesity and smoking, two of
humanity’s biggest killers.

The French pharmaceutical
firm Sanofi-Aventis plans to seek
federal approval for rimonabant
next year.

But the drug’s benefits may go
beyond just smokers and obese
people, researchers say.

“I think it's going to have a big
impact on the treatment of addic-
tion,” said Dr. Charles O'Brien,
an addiction expert at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and the Phila-
delphia Veterans Affairs Medical
Center.

Animal studies suggest rimona-

bant can block the effects of mari-
juana and fight relapse in alcohol
and cocaine abuse, said Dr.
Charles O’Brien, an addiction ex-
pert at the University of Pennsyl-
vania and the Philadelphia Veter-
ans Affairs Medical Center.

Once itis approved for treating
obesity or smoking, “we’ll be free
to study it in these other areas
and I'll try to get my hands on it
as quickly as possible,” O’Brien

He’s not alone in his enthusi-
sm.

The National Institute on Alco-

hol Abuse and Alcoholism is inter-

ested in seeing whether rimona-
bant can help treat heavy drink-

Faith Christian Fellowship Church

“Cultivated to Grow and Empowered to Go”
Church for all people! Come worship the Lord with us.

ers, said Dr. George Kunos of the
institute. No human test results
for rimonabant in alcohol abuse
have yet been published, he said.

But researchers at the National
Institute on Drug Abuse reported
in 2001 that a single dose of the
drug could block the effects of
smoked marijuana in people, not
just animals. That suggests the
drug could be useful in treating
marijuana dependence, said Mari-
lyn Huestis, principal investiga-
tor of the study. The institute is
now pursuing follow-up research,
said Huestis, acting chief for

The body has its own marijua-
na-like substances called en-
docannabinoids, and they acti-
vate certain brain cells that in
turn can lead to stimulation of the
brain’s reward system.

Pleasurable things like drink-
ing alcohol are thought to activate
a feeling of reward by acting
lhrough the endocannabinoid sys-

“We think that the (endocan-
nabinoid) system is overactivated
by chronic smoking, or perhaps
even excessive overeating,” said

chemistry and drug
research at NIDA.

Rimonabant’s versatility traces
back to its effects on the brain’s
reward system, circuitry that
tells you to keep on doing some-
thing. Basically, it appears to help
break the connection between an
activity like smoking and the re-
warding feeling it causes in the
brain.

Dr. Robert the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati College of
Medicine and the Cincinnati Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center.
He’s on the advisory board of
Sanofi-Aventis.

Rimonabant blocks the effect
of the natural endocannabinoids
by keeping them from latching
onto the brain cells they normally
stimulate, he said.
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NASA ‘scramjet’

The 12-foot X-43A hypersonic jet is attached to a modified B-52
bomber in this image from NASA television. The third and last X-43A
“scramjet” will try to fly at 7,000 mph for 10 or 11 seconds high over
the Pacific Ocean off California on Tuesday and then become a glider
and perform maneuvers until it splashes down into the ocean.

ach 10 mission delayed

BY JOHN ANTCZAK
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — In March, NASA launched an ex-
perimental jet that reached a record-setting speed of
5,000 mph.

Now researchers want to leave that milestone in the
dust. NASA’s third and last X-43A “scramjet” was set
to streak over the Pacific Ocean on Monday at 7,000
mph for 10 or 11 seconds — or 10 times the speed of
sound.

But the mission was scrubbed for Monday, accord-
ing to a message posted on NASA's Web site, “due to
lechmcal glitches with X-43A instrumentation.”

“When the issues were addressed, not enough time
remained in the launch window,” the message read.
“Another flight attempt will be ‘made [Tuesday].”

The first X-43A flight failed in June 2001 when the
booster rocket used to accelerate it to flight speed
veered off course and had to be destroyed. The second
flight in March was a success, reaching Mach 6.83 —
nearly 5,000 mph — and setting a new world speed
record for a plane powered by an air-breathing en-
gine.

The last hypersonic X-43A will try, weather permit-
ting, to break that record Tuesday by making its ad-
vanced supersonic combustion scramjet perform at a
level that can’t even be tested on the ground, project
officials said Wednesday from NASA’s Dryden Flight
Research Center at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif.

“What we’re trying to do is really get to the reality
of flight — find out what does work, what doesn’t
work. So there is risk in this program,” said Vince
Rausch, Hyper-X program manager at NASA’s Lan-
gley Research Center in Virginia.

“We fully anticipate that we've reduced that risk to
acceptable levels but you never are sure, especially in
doing something for the first time, going Mach 10,
until we actually fly.”

Just 12 feet long and 5 feet wide, the unmanned
X-43A is mounted on the nose of a Pegasus rocket that
will be carried aloft to 40,000 feet by NASA’s B-52 re-
search aircraft and released. The Pegasus rocket will
ignite and carry the X-43A to an altitude of 110,000
feet and a speed of Mach 10, then release it for its
brief powered flight.

The X-43A will then become a glider and perform
maneuvers until it splashes down into the ocean.

“I have mixed emotions about this mission,” said
Joel S)tz, project manager for X-43A flight research at

“I'm very excited about next week. I'm also a
little bit sad about seeing the end of the program. It's
like watching your son go off to college.”

Scramjet technology may be used in developing hy-
personic missiles and airplanes or reusable space
launch vehicles, with a potential for offering speeds of
at least Mach 15.

Unlike rockets, scramjets wouldn't have to carry
heavy oxidizer necessary to allow fuel to burn be-
cause they can scoop oxygen out of the atmosphere.

Clinton library
shows flaws, too

BY DAVID HAMMER
The Associated Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — As Bill
Clinton’s library is unveiled at a
gala opening this week, one thing
is certain: His messy legacy will
be on full display.

One alcove will be dedicated to
i and i

dential Center, a metaphorical
“bridge to the 21st century” canti-
levered out over the bank of the
Arkansas River, opens Thursday
as the highlight of a week of pro-
grams, exhibits and symposiums.

The week will include an
Aretha Franklin concert, a sci-
ence discussion by astronaut and
former D Sen. John

have promised not to sidestep
even Monica Lewinsky or Paula
Jones. The 58-year-old political
superstar is expected to draw hun-
dreds of thousands of visitors a
year to his library.

“Bill Clinton is a rock star,”
said Skip Rutherford, head of
Clinton’s nonprofit foundation
that built the $165 million library.
“He is Elvis.”

The William J. Clinton Presi-

Glenn, dedication of new sculp-
tures on the riverfront and at the
airport, and a reception to which
‘Whoopi Goldberg, Cicely Tyson
and Quincy Jones have been invit-
ed.

At Thursday morning’s grand
opening, speakers will include
Clinton, his wife Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton, President Bush,
and former presidents George H.
W. Bush and Jimmy Carter.

Traffic passes by the Clinton Presidential Center and Library on Nov. 8 on the south bank of the Arkansas

River in downtown Little Rock, Ark.

Some 30,000 guests have been
invited to gather on the library
lawn and U2’s Bono and The
Edge will perform.

Visitors to the 150,000-square-
foot glass and steel center de-
signed by architect James

Polshek will get to see how Clin-
ton, his closest advisers and exhib-
it designer Ralph Appelbaum tell
Clinton’s story.

Clinton has promised to give
scholars early access to previous-
ly private policy advice and other

documents he isn't required to re-
lease until 2006.

He already has written about
the Lewinsky and Jones sex scan-
dals, impeachment and his politi-
cal missteps in his memoir, “My
Life.”

Usher garners four trophies

BY ALEX VEIGA
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Usher's
year of astonishing success with
the chart-topping, best-selling
album “Confessions” culminated
with a clutch of trophies at the
32nd annual American Music
Awards.

The suave 26-year-old singer
was honored Sunday with a lead-
ing four trophies, including favor-
ite male soul-R&B artist, best
pop-rock album, best pop-rock
artist and best soul-R&B album.

“Thank you for this moment.
Thank you for this year,” said
Usher, whose album sold more
than 1 million copies in its debut
week. “It’s been amazing.” Sun-
day’s win underscores a host of
awards Usher has received this
year, positioning him to be a for-
midable factor in upcoming
‘Grammy Award nominations.

It also was a good night for rap
funksters OutKast, who brought
home awards for favorite
pop-rock band and favorite
rap-hip-hop album for “Speaker-
boxxx-The Love Below.” They
also won best rap-hip-hop group.

Still, not everyone left happy.

Innovative rap newcomer
Kanye West was shut out in all of
his three nominations, including
best new artist, which went to
country singer Gretchen Wilson.

The ceremonies came as the
rap world mourned O.D.B,, the
founding member of the Wu-Tang
Clan, who collapsed and died Sat-
urday at a New York recording
studio, two days before his 36th
birthday. In acceptance remarks,
OutKast's Big Boi paid tribute
briefly to the late rapper. “Rest in
peace Old Dirty Bastard,” Big Boi
said. “We love you.”
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Atsugi sailor dies in motorcycle crash

BY JIM O’'DONNELL
Stars and Stripes

Asailor attached to Strike Fighter Squad-
ron (VFA) 195, Atsugi Naval Air Facility,
died Sunday after a motorcycle-racing inci-
dent at Ebisu Circuit in Fukushima Prefec-
ture north of Tokyo.

The sailor, whose name was not released
pending next-of-kin notification, died at a
local hospital at 2:50 p.m., according to a
Navy release. The Naval Criminal Investiga-
tive Service has assumed jurisdiction and is
investigating, said Lt. Cmdr. John Bernard,
Carrier Strike Group 5 spokesman.

Ebisu Circuit is a racing facility that lets
amateur motorcycle and automobile enthu-
siasts pay a fee to ride on their courses.

Bernard said the sailor had completed
the mandatory Motorcycle Safety Founda-
tion safety course required to operate a mo-
toreycle on a military base and the MSF’s
experienced-rider course, which the Navy
doesn’t require.

“In either case, these courses neither
teach, condone nor encourage the racing of
motorcycles or operating them in an un-
safe manner,” Bernard said.

No information was available about the
sailor’s injuries. The Navy was arranging

to transport his remains to Misawa Air
Base for autopsy, then to a location to be re-
quested by the sailor’s family, Bernard
said. “The Navy’s thoughts and prayers are
with the family in this difficult time and
the Navy is thankful to the family for allow-
ing this sailor to serve.”

Bernard also said VFA 195 grieves for
the loss of one of its sailors. “He was part of
the VFA 195 ‘Chippy family,” he said.
Chippy is the squadron’s informal name.

A memorial_service is scheduled for
Wednesday at Hangar 1430 at Atsugi, Ber-
nard said. Time of the service had not been
determined Monday, he said.

E-mail Jim O'Donnell af
oncnnelh@ps!npes osd mil

Airman gets 10 months for bouncing checks

Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — A 374th
Maintenance Operations Squadron airman
has received a 10-month prison sentence
and a reduction in rank to E-1 after plead-
ing guilty to writing bad checks in excess
of $7,700.

According to the 374th Airlift Wing’s
staff judge advocate, Airman Joshua Spiv-
ey admitted during an Oct. 28 court-mar-
tial to bouncing 52 checks in less than four
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months. He repaid just $450 of the $7,700
in charges, officials said.

During his plea and sentencing, Spivey ad-
mitted he knew the checks would not clear
the bank because his checking account con-
tained $5, according to the staff judge advo-
cate. In a month, the airman said, he floated
49 checks worth more than $7,400.

Spivey admitted he used the money to
purchase clothes, DVDs, videos, compact
discs and a television, according to court
documents.
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A few months later, the airman said he
opened a second account at a different
bank and wrote three checks to buy addi-
tional clothes and a haircut, the staff judge
advocate said. When Spivey learned that
the checks had bounced, he closed the ac-
counts and ignored repeated requests by
creditors for payment.

After Spivey pleaded guilty to all charg-
es, a jury made up of officers and enlisted
servicemembers handed down the grade
reduction and military confinement.
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8 selected to E-9 at Misawa

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan — Eight
among 22 eligible senior master sergeants
here were selected for promotion to the ser-
vice’s highest enlisted rank of chief master
sergeant, base officials have announced.

The 36 percent selection rate is the Air
Force’s highest, the officials said.

Those selected for promotion to E-9 at
Misawa are: John Bennett, 35th Mainte-
nance Group; Ronald Brown, 35th Fighter
Wing; Sharon Bruce, 35th Maintenance
Group; William Campbell, 35th Mainte-
nance Group; James Cornell, 35th Mainte-
nance Group; Donald DeMarte, 35th Main-
tenance Group; Luamata Faiai Jr., 35th
Mission Support Group; and Alan Onufrak,
35th Medical Group.

The servicemembers will pin on their
chief stripes within a year, depending on
their time in grade and service.

The Air Force considered 2,688 senior
master sergeants and chose 566 for promo-
tion, a 21 percent selection rate. Last
year’s rate was 19.8 percent.

The average time in grade and service of
this year’s selectees was three and 22
years, respectively.

Elsewhere in Japan, 16 senior master
sergeants out of 49 candidates at Kadena
Air Base, Okinawa, were selected for pro-
motion — a rate of 32 percent — and four
made E-9 at Yokota Air Base, out of 24, a
16 percent selection rate.

The complete list of selectees is avail-
able on !he Air Force Personnel Center
Web p:
www. afpc randolph.af.mil/eprom/
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Wounded soldier
walks down aisle

Buoyed by love and technology,
GI stands to recite wedding vows

BY BILL BROADWAY
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Six weeks
ago, Spec. Aaron Bugg was
dragged from a Humvee that had
been hit by a roadside bomb in
Iraq, his leg muscles severed and
unable to carry his weight. Last
Saturday, Bugg walked down the
aisle with the woman he has
loved since junior high.

More than 50 friends and fami-
ly members attended the wed-
ding, in the stone chapel on the
grounds of Walter Reed Army
Medical Center.

Bugg, 20, of the 25th Infantry
Division out of Schofield Bar-
racks, Hawaii, wore a tuxedo that
had a specially made left pant leg
to cover a “fixator,” a device that
stabilizes the leg while bone and
muscle regenerate. His bride,
Lisa McCroskey, 21, wore a bead-
ed satin gown.

Bugg sat through much of the
40-minute ceremony, but he stood
to take his wedding vows and for
the lighting of the unity candle.
After the chaplain, Capt. Robin W.
Pizanti, presented the couple,
Bugg held his wife’s arm as they
walked out of the church and
down two small flights of steps.

“He wasn’t supposed to walk
that far,” said the surprised best
‘man, Matias Reveles, as he rushed
a wheelchair to assist his nephew.

The wedding was one of 15 to
20 each year at Walter Reed, the
Army’s premier medical facility,
which has treated 3,612 patients
from Operation Iragi Freedom.

But it’s the first wedding involv-
ing someone wounded in a war
zone since 1993, when a soldier
hurt in Somalia was married
there, according to Walter Reed
spokesman Bill Swisher.

And this
didn’t happen.

A week ago, Walter Reed’s of-
fice of the judge advocate general
learned that several area busi-
nesses had offered to donate their
services, which involved the
groom’s custom tuxedo, hairstyl-
ing for the bride and three brides-
maids, wedding programs and a
honeymoon night and reception
at the Four Seasons Hotel in Geor-
getown. Such donations violate
the military’s code of ethics and
could not be accepted, Bugg and
McCroskey were told.

But Ed Solomon, owner of Antho-
ny’s Tuxedos, and Fisher House, a
foundation that assists wounded
veterans and their families at 15
medical centers in the United
States and Germany, worked out a
solution.

The businesses could donate the
services to Fisher House, which
would give them to the couple,
said Jim Weiskopf, Fisher’s vice
president for communications in
Rockville, Md. Like the Fisher pro-
gram that provides airline tickets
for wounded veterans and their
families, the procedure would not
benefit one person but be open to
all qualified personnel, he said.

The couple, who found each
other in eighth grade in Marion-
ville, Mo., got engaged last Christ-
mas. But they didn’t set a date
until Bugg came home for a
monthlong leave in late August,
McCroskey said. They decided on
January, when Bugg’s infantry
unit was scheduled to return
from its security mission near
Kirkuk, north of Baghdad.

Nine days after Bugg returned
to Iraq, a bomb exploded near the
unarmored Humvee in which he
and three other soldiers were
riding. He remembers trying to

ceremony ~almost

Lisa looks to her husband as he makes the painful steps out of the
chapel. “He wasn't supposed to walk that far,” said the surprised best
man, Matias Reveles, as he rushed a wheelchair to assist his nephew.

walk and wondering why he was
being dragged instead. He asked
the medic in a helicopter, “Sir,
don't let them take my arms or
legs.”

He was given anesthesia and
has no memory of the four days
between the explosion and wak-
ing up at Walter Reed. McCrosk-
ey withdrew from classes at
Southwest Missouri State Univer-
sity in Springfield to be with him.

A week later, they decided to
marry sooner. An engaged part-
ner does not have the same visita-
tion and legal rights as a spouse,
and they wanted to be as close to-
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Army Spec. Aaron Bugg, 20, and Lisa McCroskey, 21, were married Saturday in the stone chapel at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C. Bugg suffered severe leg injuries in Iraq when a bomb
exploded near the Humvee he was riding in. Here, the bride helps her groom, wearing a custom tuxedo that
accommodates a stabilizer on his left leg, on the lawn of the chapel while Danny Reveles attends the chair.

gether as possible, they said.

‘When McCroskey saw the chap-
el, she was impressed. “I said,
‘Omygosh, this place is beautiful.
I would love to get married
here.” ”

McCroskey said she has seen
some people “bail out” of relation-
ships after a military member re-
turns from the battlefield with se-
vere physical or emotional

wounds. That’s something she said
she could not, and would not, do.

“Aaron’s my best friend and
the love of my life,” she said. “I
could be home in school, but I
would be thinking about him and
wishing I was here.”

Bugg said her presence has
helped motivate him and has
given meaning to his recovery,
which his doctors told him could
take at least six months.

' Cénts and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Adults aren’t
the only ones who need to worry
about identity theft.

Children and teenagers are
prime targets, too, because they

have  unblemished  credit
records. So reports the Identity
Resource Center
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Young people also make easy
targets because the theft may
not be realized until years later,
when the victim tries to open a
new bank account or apply for
his or her first credit card.

‘Teenagers may be especnally
prone to ignoring the signs of
identity theft, warns Neal S.
Godfrey in her new book,
“Money Still Doesn’t Grow on
Trees.” When the monthly cred-
it card bill doesn't arrive, your
teen may be under the impres-
sion that he or she simply
doesn’t have anything to pay.

Some warning signs of child
identity theft include:

W Preapproved credit card of-
fers arriving in the mail for
your child.

W Bank, credit card or other
financial statements that arrive
in your child’s name. This ex-
cludes those accounts that are

Watch out for child ID theft

held jointly by you and your
child.

M Collection agency notifica-
tions or calls in your child’s
name.

To protect your child from
identity theft:

W Don'’t carry his or her So-
cial Security card in your wallet
or purse.

W Be cautious with the re-
lease of your child’s personal in-
formation.

M Limit the copies of your
child’s birth certificate and So-
cial Security number that you
give out. You may be